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Art Education

Samia Elsheikh

Encompassing a wide range of possible
educational responses to and interac-
tions with sociocultural structures, art
education in Egypt focuses mainly upon
learning, instruction and programming, in
visual and tangible arts. It includes perfor-
ming arts — like dance, music and thea-
tre — and visual arts such as drawing,
painting, sculpture and design works.
The latter comprise jewellery, pottery,
weaving, fabric printing and graphic de-
sign besides, art-education curricula com-
mercial graphics and home furnishings.
Recently, it has stretched out to incorpo-
rate photography, video, film and compu-
ter ICT. In schools and other educational
settings, art education is as part of the
core curricula. Usually approached and
taught through standards-based, by se-
quential pedagogical methodologies put
into practice by qualified educators.

One of the direct benefits of art education
is that it intensifies one’s ability to bring

into light, analyse and challenge the so-
cio-politico-economic and cultural pro-
cesses underlying the production and
acquisition of knowledge, including how
one’s own views and assumptions are
constituted based upon particular histo-
ric-cultural configurations. This can be
realised through critical pedagogy that
encourages educators not only to deve-
lop awareness of prejudices, biases and
injustices, but also to take action to trans-
form the practices and structures that per-
petuate them. That is, art educators can
develop in their students the ability to
think in more democratic, emancipatory
and empowering ways. By doing so , art
education can be manifested, not as a
field restricted to specific types of stu-
dents, but rather as an arena open to all
people. In view of that, the projects and
activities of art education should be glo-
balised, through various pedagogical
methods, paying much attention to chil-
dren, in order to deepen their mental abili-
ties and to boost their capabilities of
working on projects and improve their
creativity.





