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This study deals with the analysis of the aesthetic, technical
and cultural dimensions of palm woven plates of the Nubian
craft, as well as with the importance of reviving popular crafts
that are subject to be forgotten. Former studies presented
amateurish attempts, which resulted in superficial and
commercial examples that do not relate to the original value of
this historical craft. In this research, we were careful to
introduce and describe working materials, resources,
equipment and storage used to make such products, as well
as the sequential steps of the production. Special attention
was given to locate areas where this craft is being produced,
as well as to the challenges present for its revival and
continuance.

80



This study concentrates on presenting the richness of decorative
elements and patterns, and its harmonious layout. Topics such as the
materials and techniques, the symbolic and decorative dimension,
whether figurative or geometric, were also discussed. The research
then presented the different patterns used in these woven plates using

strips of colored reeds dyed with natural and chemical dyes. The
system of composition was explained in details, where the repetition
of units around a center that spreads in a spiral opening towards the
contour of the plate in a highly sophisticated manner, combining
interlacing and construction using different harmonious and
sometimes contrasting colors.

This study presents a fine selection of examples of this Nubian object.
Some of them are from the researchers’ own collection. It also

presents a graphic analysis of decorative motifs, its repetition, and
interrelations in an astonishing composition. The researchers have
contributed with a special research group in a field study to revive this
craft through encouraging old Nubian women to train young girls to
reproduce original examples of these plates and help them market
these products to encourage the new generation to continue this craft.
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